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Scott Blades 
Executive Director 
scott@tihan.org 
 
With a wide-ranging background in education, law, counseling, media, GLBT issues, and 
volunteer management, Scott helped found TIHAN in 1994 as a means of supporting the 
religious community to address the growing crisis of HIV affecting our community, and the 
accompanying issues of religious homophobia. With his passion for equality and justice issues, 
Scott is active in many groups and organizations in community, advocating and working to build 
bridges of understanding. He has been featured in many print and television stories, and has 
received several community awards for his leadership.   
 
Scott’s position with TIHAN involves overall day-to-day management of the organization, along 
with working with the board of directors, and development and community relations 
responsibilities.  Scott works closely to support TIHAN staff with their responsibilities. 
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Taina Compagnet 
Director of CarePartner Support 
taina@tihan.org 
 
Taina comes from the Washington, DC metro area and moved to Tucson in 2007 to experience 
the wonders of the Southwest. She graduated from Towson University in Maryland, earning her 
bachelor’s in Social Sciences. Previously, Taina worked with Emerge! Center Against Domestic 
Abuse as a Bilingual Outreach Advocate. Her experience there enhanced her passion for helping 
people empower themselves and motivated her towards pursuing her master's degree at Northern 
Arizona University where she is now enrolled (online courses). 
 
Taina has travelled extensively all over North and South America and hopes to continue 
exploring different places and cultures whenever opportunities arise. She has always enjoyed 
volunteering for various causes such as Latino education organizations, Habitat for Humanity, 
and is currently a co-leader of a local Girl Scout troop. Taina has personally experienced the 
effects of HIV/AIDS through the loss of many close family friends. She feels honored to join the 
TIHAN team and is committed to serving the community that TIHAN supports. 
 
In her role as TIHAN’s Director of CarePartner Support, Taina oversees, supports, and 
coordinates TIHAN volunteers providing direct support services for people living with HIV, as 
well as working closely with other medical and support service providers in the community. 
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Janet Bardwell 
Poz Café Kitchen/Menu Supervisor 
 
Janet Bardwell has spent many years catering conferences and large groups and loves preparing 
good food for people to enjoy.  Her passion for food extends to her interests in gardening, Asian 
medicinal foods, and supporting local and organic agriculture.  Janet moved to Tucson in 1986 
and loves the people she has met in our desert "town."  She has a general private practice in 
massage therapy and shiatsu with extensive experience in geriatric care and working with people 
living with HIV/AIDS.  Janet also has an MFA in Fibers from the University of Arizona and 
continues to make art.   
  
As TIHAN’s Poz Cafe Kitchen/Menu Supervisor (part-time, 15 hours/month), Janet engages 
congregational volunteers in providing a healthy, nutritious monthly lunch for people living with 
HIV/AIDS, ensuring safety and compliance with health department rules and regulations. 
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Katelyn McDonald 
Volunteer Resources Coordinator 
katelyn@tihan.org 
 
Katelyn comes from Massachusetts and is a graduate of the College of the Holy Cross in 
Worcester, MA.  While in college, Katelyn studied Political Science and Women’s and Gender 
Studies and developed a strong interest in working on social justice issues.  Before coming to 
TIHAN, Katelyn worked on several campaigns (including the presidential election) with the 
Fund for the Public Interest and Work for Progress as an Assistant Canvassing Director.  It was 
through working with these organizations that Katelyn learned the importance of grassroots 
mobilization in making change. 
 
Katelyn’s AmeriCorps VISTA placement at TIHAN provides her with the responsibility for 
creating and improving systems for volunteer recruitment, intake, and placement activities, as 
well as coordinating recognition and retention practices that will support TIHAN volunteers and 
programs, along with establishing volunteer-based systems for fund development activities.  
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Serena Turley 
Administrative Assistant 
serena@tihan.org 
 
Serena is a writer and editor, with great communication and computer skills, as well as 
experience working with volunteers.  She has a solid background in nonprofit work (as a 
program manager, administrative assistant, and volunteer), and is very passionate about faith and 
spirituality, social justice, and HIV issues.  Serena has a degree in Women's Studies from 
Arizona State University, as well as culinary training from Scottsdale Culinary Institute.  Serena 
previously served as a youth services coordinator at The Center Long Beach, the area's LGBT 
community center.  She is very excited to be working at TIHAN and helping strengthen 
TIHAN’s ability to serve. 
 
As TIHAN’s Administrative Assistant (part-time, 30 hours/week), Serena oversees the daily office 
operations and administrative volunteer staff, including managing the organization’s database, 
coordinating acknowledgement of donations, maintaining office equipment and systems, and 
working with staff, vendors, donors, and volunteers. 


